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THE CELTIC CROSS TAROT SPREAD
The  Celtic  Cross  spread  is  best  used  when  you  have  a  single ,  specif ic

question  to  ask .  It ’s  not  as  useful  when  you  are  looking  for  general

information  ( I  l ike  to  use  the  Zodiac  Tarot  Spread  for  that ) .

The  Celtic  Cross  spread  deals  with  all  aspects  of  one  issue ,  one  at  a  t ime .

Most  variations  of  this  spread  switch  up  cards  three  and  f ive ,  and

sometimes  cards  four  and  six .  There  are  also  variations  in  how  you  interpret

cards  seven ,  eight ,  and  nine .

You ’ l l  hear  talk  about  a  signif ictor  card  (or  signif ier ) ,  which  comes  from

Arthur  Edward  Waite ’s  instructions  on  how  to  read  this  spread .  The

signif icator ,  which  is  totally  optional ,  is  a  card  that  represents  the  querent .

You  pull  i t  from  the  deck  before  the  reading .

I  never  use  a  signif icator  –  to  me ,  using  one  seems  si l ly  since  there  are

already  cards  that  represent  the  querent  in  the  spread .  Not  only  that ,  but  by

pull ing  one  card  out  of  the  deck ,  you  have  one  less  card  in  the  deck  that

the  reading  might  have  needed .  

But ,  to  use  a  signif icator ,  you  f ind  the  card  that  most  closely  represents  the

querent  (usually  a  court  card ) ,  and  place  i t  in  the  center  of  the  reading

before  the  reading  begins .  The  signif icator  will  be  covered  by  the  f irst  card

of  the  reading .
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Placing  the  3  card  to  the  r ight  of  your  pair ,  with  the  remaining  placed

counter-clockwise  or  clockwise

Placing  the  3  card  at  the  bottom  of  your  pair ,  with  the  remaining  placed

counter-clockwise  or  clockwise

Placing  the  3  card  at  the  bottom ,  the  4  card  at  the  top ,  the  5  card  at  the

left ,  and  the  6  card  at  the  r ight

LAYING OUT THE CARDS

The  Celtic  Cross  uses  ten  tarot  cards ,  laid  in  the  pattern  shown  on  the

following  page .

Shuffle  and  cut  your  deck  as  you  normally  would .  The  cards  can  either  be

laid  face-up ,  or  they  can  be  laid  face-down  and  f l ipped  as  they  are  being

read .

To  begin ,  lay  one  card  in  the  center  of  the  table ,  sl ightly  to  your  left .  The

second  card  is  laid  on  top  of  the  f irst ,  but  at  90  degrees  (or  crossing  i t ) .

The  third ,  fourth ,  f i fth ,  and  sixth  cards  are  laid  around  this  f irst  pair .  There

are  different  ways  to  lay  out  these  cards ,  so  you  just  need  to  try  out  a  few

variations  to  see  what  f its  you  best .

Common  placements  for  these  cards  include :

The  seventh ,  eighth ,  ninth ,  and  tenth  cards  are  placed  in  a  vertical  column ,

to  the  r ight  of  the  cross .  The  seventh  card  is  placed  f irst ,  closest  to  you ,  and

the  tenth  is  placed  last ,  at  the  top  of  the  column .
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The  heart  of  the  matter

The  querent ’s  general  l i fe  at  present

What  influences  the  querent

INTERPRETING THE CARDS

The First Card – The Querent

This  card  indicates  the  ‘person  in  question . ’  This  usually  means  the  person

asking  the  question ,  but  in  some  readings  i t  may  mean  someone  in  the

querent ’s  l i fe .

This  gets  tr icky ,  especially  when  your  querent  is  asking  a  question  l ike ,  “How

will  my  father ’s  surgery  affect  our  family?”  when  there  is  an  obvious  second

party  involved .  The  best  way  is  just  to  ask  for  feedback  and  clarity  as  you  go

through  your  reading .

Other  interpretations  for  the  f irst  card

The Second Card – The Situation

This  card  shows  the  situation ,  potential  situation ,  or  problem .

Like  any  reading ,  keep  in  mind  that  this  may  not  be  referring  to  the  question

that  your  querent  asked .  It  could  refer  to  the  question  they  should  have

asked  instead !

This  card  will  often  show  that  there  are  possibil it ies  for  a  solution  ( i f  i t  is

posit ive )  or  that  there  are  obstacles  in  the  way  ( i f  i t  is  negative ) .  Challenges

usually  show  up  in  this  position .

Since  this  card  ‘crosses ’  the  f irst  card ,  you  can  think  of  i t  as  the  problem  that

is  crossing  the  querent ,  or  standing  as  an  obstacle  in  their  situation .
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What  helps  or  hinders  you

The  root  cause  of  the  problem

Your  subconscious  influences

None

INTERPRETING THE CARDS -  PAGE 2

Other  interpretations  for  the  second  card

(The  card  in  the  second  ‘crossing ’  position  is  always  read  upright ,  not

reversed ) .

The Third Card – The Foundation

This  card  reveals  influences  on  the  querent ,  usually  from  the  distant  past .

This  card  will  show  the  long-term  choices  or  patterns  that  have  brought  the

querent  to  the  present  situation .

These  are  things  that  sti l l  effect  you  today ,  even  though  they  happened  long

ago .  This  card  can  indicate  negative  things  you  need  to  move  on  from ,  or

posit ive  things  you  can  draw  on  for  support .

Other  interpretations  for  the  third  card  (or  the  card  in  this  position )

The Fourth Card – The Recent Past

This  card  indicates  influences  that  are  more  recent ,  and  have  lead  to  this

situation ,  or  to  the  querent  asking  this  question  today .

Sometimes  this  card  is  related  to  the  third  card ,  but  i t  doesn ’t  have  to  be .

Other  interpretations  for  the  fourth  card  (or  the  card  in  this  position )
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The  best  possible  outcome

What  the  querent  desires  as  the  outcome

The  querent ’s  conscious  goals  and  ideals

Whether  this  situation  is  on  hold  or  resolving

What  will  influence  this  situation  in  the  future

INTERPRETING THE CARDS -  PAGE 3

The Fifth Card – Likely Immediate Outcome

This  card  reveals  the  short-term  outlook  for  this  problem  or  situation ,

generally  over  the  next  few  months .  It ’s  often  called  ‘the  crown ’  card ,  since

it ’s  at  the  top  of  the  cross .

I f  things  progress  along  their  present  course ,  this  card  will  show  the  events

that  are  l ikely  to  take  place  in  the  future .

Other  interpretations  for  the  f i fth  card  (or  the  card  in  this  position )

The Sixth Card – Immediate Future of the Situation

The  events  shown  here  will  happen  soon ,  and  there  is  l i tt le  that  the  querent

can  do  to  change  them .

This  card  shows  i f  this  situation  is  on  hold ,  or  i f  i t  is  on  i ts  way  to  a  resolution .

Whereas  the  second  card  shows  whether  or  not  there  is  a  solution  to  this

situation ,  the  sixth  card  shows  how  far  along  the  problem  is  to  being  solved .

Other  interpretations  for  the  sixth  card  (or  the  card  in  this  position )

The Seventh Card – True Feelings

This  card  reveals  what  the  querent  really  feels  about  the  situation ,  including

how  they  actually  want  the  situation  to  resolve .
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The  querent  themselves

How  the  querent  is  currently  approaching  the  situation

Advice  on  how  to  address  the  current  challenges

The  environment  around  this  situation  or  the  querent

The  people ,  events ,  or  energy  that  is  outside  the  querent ’s  control

INTERPRETING THE CARDS -  PAGE 4

This  is  a  good  card  to  compare  with  the  f irst  card  (the  querent  card  in  the

center  of  the  cross )  to  see  i f  there  are  any  obvious  confl icts .

For  example ,  i f  the  querent  seems  to  want  one  thing  (reconcile  with  her

husband )  but  actually ,  secretly  wants  something  else  (a  f l ing  with  a

coworker ) ,  then  the  subconscious  motivations  will  show  up  here .

Other  interpretations  for  the  seventh  card

The Eighth Card – Outside Influences

This  card  indicates  what  the  querent ’s  fr iends  and  family  feel  about  their

situation .  It  may  show  that  other  people  are  in  control ,  or  that  there  are

people  who  need  to  be  consulted  with  the  decision  making .

Other  interpretations  for  the  eighth  card

(FYI :  The  meanings  for  the  seventh  and  eighth  cards  are  commonly  switched ,

so  be  sure  you  know  how  you ’ l l  be  reading  them  before  you  question  the

cards ) .

The Ninth Card – Hopes & Fears

This  card  can  be  closely  related  to  what  is  hidden  in  the  eighth  card .  The

ninth  card  reveals  what  the  querent  hopes  and /or  fears  about  the  situation .
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The  mindset  of  the  querent

Psychological  influences  on  this  situation

Advice  that  you  shouldn ’t  overlook

What  you  need  to  know  about  this  situation

INTERPRETING THE CARDS -  PAGE 5

In  the  example  above ,  your  querent  may  hope  (and  fear ! )  that  the  coworker

wants  a  real  relationship ,  instead  of  just  a  f l ing .

This  can  sometimes  be  a  diff icult  card  to  interpret .  It  helps  to  compare  i t  to

card  three ,  which  is  the  foundation  card .  There  might  be  a  relationship

between  what  they  hope  or  fear  and  what  has  led  them  to  this  point .

I f  this  card  is  reversed ,  i t  may  be  that  the  querent  is  not  yet  aware  of  how

their  hopes  and  fears  are  driving  the  situation  forward .

Other  interpretations  for  the  ninth  card

The Tenth Card – The Final Outcome

This  card  shows  the  l ikely  long-term  outcome  of  this  situation ,  i f  things  stay

on  their  present  course .  This  card  often  shows  what  happens  when  you  put

all  nine  of  the  other  cards  together .

Timeline-wise ,  I  usually  interpret  this  as  a  solution  that  occurs  over  the

course  of  several  months  to  a  year .

I f  there  is  a  court  card  in  this  position ,  I  always  grit  my  teeth  a  bit .  It  can

mean  that  the  ultimate  outcome  is  in  the  hands  of  the  person  who  is

represented  on  the  card .
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INTERPRETING THE CARDS -  PAGE 6

When  you  are  reading  for  someone  else ,  there  is  a  natural  human  tendency  to

make  the  outcome  seem  positive  and  hopeful ,  even  i f  the  cards  skew

negative .  Remember  that  your  role  as  a  tarot  reader  is  to  interpret  what  you

see ,  not  to  sugarcoat  the  bad  news  just  to  make  someone  happy .

Putting it all  together

Reading  a  tarot  spread  is  l ike  tel l ing  a  story .  There  is  a  beginner ,  a  middle ,

and  an  end .  

It ’s  your  job  to  f ind  the  thread  that  runs  through  i t  all ,  and  bring  i t  together

in  a  way  that  is  positive ,  actionable ,  and  helpful .

Remember  -  there 's  no  r ight  way  or  wrong  way  to  interpret  the  cards  (or  use

this  spread ! ) .  There 's  only  YOUR  way ,  so  f ind  the  way  that  works  best  for  you .

i f  you ’re  looking  to  expand  on  your  tarot  knowledge ,  check  out  the  Tarot

Card Mastery  program ,  which  covers  reading  multiple-card  tarot  spreads  in

more  detail .  You  can  f ind  all  our  courses  at

https : / /thesimpletarot .com /courses .

https://thesimpletarot.com/order/mastery-offer/
https://thesimpletarot.com/order/mastery-offer/
https://thesimpletarot.com/order/mastery-offer/
https://thesimpletarot.com/courses
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TODAY 'S  DATE
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YOUR  QUESTION :

YOUR  THOUGHTS :

TODAY 'S  DATE TAROT  SPREAD  USED :


